
"Called to Faith for Faith"
Genesis 12:1-4; 15:1-6; 17:1-8

From the beginning, God's redemptive plan was based on calling to Himself a people of faith that 
would be used to lead others to faith in Him (12:1-4)

When we come to Genesis chapter twelve, the scene in creation is not good. God had given mankind a 
second chance through Noah and his family. He had once again shown the world His power and authority as 
well as His justice and grace. God's power to judge and to save life was clear, and we might think that mankind 
would remember these truths about God for years to come. However, that's not how the story goes. In fact, it 
doesn't take long for Noah and his family to enter back into sin. The consequences of sin bring the curse of sin 
into their lives and into the lives of the generations to come. It doesn't take long until once again man is 
pursuing life for his glory and not for God's glory. It doesn't take long until once again man is living by his 
design and not by God's design. So the question is, what is God going to do? God's promised not to judge all 
of life by another flood. He's promised that until the very end the seasons and the things in this world will 
continue. What is God's plan to deal with sin at this point? That's the question, and Abram is the answer! God's 
plan to redeem His people back to Himself is an incredibly ambitious and an incredibly simple plan that 
included the following steps: (1) God choosing one man to bless and to know; (2) God calling that man to trust 
and obey Him in faith; and (3) God using that man to bless the generations to come among all the families in 
the world!
1. Other than Abraham being a distant descendant of Noah's son Shem, we don't have much information 

about him, and we don't have any information about Abraham's character as a person before chapter 
twelve. What does the lack of this information tell us about God's decision to call Abraham? Why is this still 
good news for us today?

2. Are God's promises to Abraham conditional, based on what he does or doesn't do? Why is this significant?
3. Read Galatians 3:1-9. Discuss what this passage tells us about the connection between our Gospel 

mission today and God's promise to Abraham.
4. Discuss how God's call demanded great faith from Abraham. Would anything hold you back from following 

God with this kind of faith today? Pray for God to give us the faith to follow Him like Abraham.

From the beginning, God's redemptive plan was based on a righteousness that comes through faith 
alone in God (15:1-6)

Abram had followed God in faith, but honestly, following God wasn't smooth sailing for Abram. He had 
almost given away his wife to the Pharaoh of Egypt. He had to break apart his family because of the fighting 
between his people and the people of his nephew Lot. He had to go war with some kings that had taken Lot 
into captivity. Worst of all, he still didn't have the son that God had promised to give him! How could he ever be 
the father of a great nation unless he was the father of at least one son? In what must have been a moment of 
discouragement, God came to Abram with words of encouragement, reminding Abram of His promise to Him 
and encouraging Abram to trust God's power to accomplish God's promises rather than to try to accomplish 
God's promises by Abram's power alone. In this midst of these reminders, God called Abram to look at the 
stars and to try to number them. Amazingly, God said that Abram's offspring would be as many as the stars. 
What an unbelievable statement for Abram to digest. Abram is speechless. He doesn't say anything, but what 
He does do is the key: He believes! Abram hears God's words, and he believes God's words! That's all that 
Abram does, and in doing that one simple thing, God applies to Abram a righteousness in his life. Faith was -- 
and still is -- the key to God's redemptive plan for His people!



1. Have you ever gotten tired of waiting for God and tried to figure out how to do something by your own 
power that only God can really do? Share about that experience with the group.

2. Are there any promises from God's Word that just seem impossible to you, such as Abraham having more 
descendants than the stars in the heavens? Why? What does it take to just believe?

3. Read Hebrews 11:8-10 and James 2:18-24. Discuss what these verses say about the faith of Abraham? 
What do these verse tell us about how God is still using Abraham's faith today?

4. Pray for each other, thanking God for your faith and for His grace in saving us through faith in Jesus. Pray 
that God would use your faith to lead others to faith in Him!

From the beginning, God's redemptive plan was based on His timing and His way so that He alone gets 
the glory for His work in our lives (17:1-8)

From 75-years-old to 99-years-old, Abram waited. His waiting, however, wasn't perfect. His faith wasn't 
perfect, and his choices weren't always good. He had taken things into his own hands and had a son by a 
servant girl named Hagar. He had listened to Sarai's words related to her inability to have children over God's 
promise that one day she would give birth to Abram's son. But even in the midst of Abram's imperfect faith, 
God's faithfulness was perfect. God had promised that Abram and Sarai would have a son, and God always 
keeps His promises...in His time and in His way! When it was finally physically impossible and when all hope 
was gone, God came to Abram again to show him that with God all things are possible and that with God 
there's always hope. The key is in verse five, when God renames Abram because -- He says -- that He has 
already made Abraham the father of many nations! Before it even happened, God said that it would happen, so 
it was as good as done. The purpose isn't just for Abraham and his relationship with God, but the purpose of all 
that God did for Abraham was for the generations to come. As verse eight states, God did all of this through 
Abraham so that for the children of Abraham, God will be their God! From the beginning, God's redemptive 
work was done in such a way that reminds us that we have to trust in God's time and in God's way. From the 
beginning, God's redemptive work was done in such a way that made sure that He alone received the glory for 
His work in the lives of His people. It was this way from the beginning, and it's still this way today.
1. Using a study Bible or the footnotes in your Bible, find out the difference in what the names Abram and 

Abraham mean. What is the significance of this in God's plan for Abraham's life? What re-identification 
happens in the lives of those who follow God by faith today?

2. As a group, identify and share three promises from God's Word in the New Testament. Discuss these 
promises in your group. Is anyone having trouble believing that any of these promises are possible in their 
life? Pray that our faith family would see God doing the impossible and faithfully fulfilling His promises in 
His children's lives today in such a way that brings glory to God!

3. Close in a time of testimony and praise, sharing stories of how God worked in His time and in His way in 
the lives of group members. Like with Abraham, God still works this way because it's one of the ways 
others can see Him at work! Who can you share your testimony with this week?


